TUCKING HER IN FOR A LONG WINTERS NAP
It’s that time of year again as the weather turns cooler the high performance vehicle goes under cover. But many well-intentioned car owners are doing a disservice to their vehicles by not storing them properly. 

Fortunately, with a little bit of work and a couple of smart approaches, this damage can be avoided.  Here are some storage tips that will pay off greatly when spring arrives:
· Mechanical Work
If the vehicle is in need of service, have it performed before you store. An oil change is necessary as any contaminants will have time to do their evil work while your vehicle is stored. If the car is only being stored for the winter and there are no major mechanical issues, then very little is needed besides topping off all the other fluids including brake, clutch, hydraulics, and fuel. Adding a product like STA-BIL® fuel stabilizer in the gas tank will reduce the deterioration of the fuel.
Disconnect the battery and invest in a trickle charger. This will reduce the risk of fire or later electrical problems.

The advice of the tire manufacturers suggest inflating the tires 10-15 lbs., over the maximum air pressure indicated on the tire. This over inflation is for storage ONLY. Before driving the vehicle the tire pressure MUST be adjusted to normal guidelines. 

· Clean her up!

Most Ferrari owners keep their vehicles in pristine condition however before storage it is imperative that you do a “super clean.”  Clean and wax the exterior as if you were going to show it. And then wax it again. This will ensure that the paint will not be jeopardized if someone should lean or rub against it. It is also one less thing to do once spring arrives.

A thorough cleaning and vacuuming of the inside is also imperative. If the carpet needs to be cleaned now would be a good time to do so. Remove all food items in the console, gum and mints included and make certain there is no food or debris under the seats. This will help to reduce the threat of rodents entering your car and really doing some damage (I will address the rodent issue further in the article).

· Park it
Once your storage preparation is complete, take the car out for a good long drive, ½ hour at lease to bring it to operating temperature and burn off all the condensation in the drive train.
If you store in your garage, make certain it is cool, dry, no leaks and has limited exposure to sunlight. If your garage or storage area tends to be humid, then invest in a dehumidifier. And since rodents really like warm spaces, call your friendly Orkin man to come and place bait stations in the interior of the garage.
Pull the car into its space and shut it down. Do not set the parking brake. There is a chance, be it small, that the brake could rust or seize. Let the car cool off for a few hours and then cover it. Make sure the cover is impeccably clean and soft and most importantly breathable (let’s not make it a terrarium under there!). 
· Start it?

Here lies the most debated issue in the car storage world. There are mainly 2 schools of thought on starting the vehicle during storage. I am not sure why this issue is debated at all because the answer is “no.” And here’s the reason. A cold car runs quite rich; the older classic cars run even richer. Starting the engine while it’s parked, even if you rev it can cause fuel fouling of both the engine and of the spark plugs. A better idea is to wait until there is a clear day, take the car out and drive it. Get it to operating temperature, refill the tank and tuck her back in.
Once you have tucked your vehicle away for winter, you can rest easy knowing that come spring your horse will be in prancing condition right out of the gate…so to speak. 
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